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such lack of leaders could the failure of the movement at
Caen be attributed, for no less than seventeen escaped
Girondins were assembled there before the end of Julyx They
had been attracted to Caen by the attitude of the adminis-
trators of the departments of the Calvados and the Eure during
the month of May, for, as early as May 2, the authorities of
the department of the Calvados had begun to raise volunteers,
and had sent circulars to every department, inviting their
rulers to make levies also, in order to form an army to protect
free debate in the Convention. On the news of the coup
d'etat of June 2, the administrators of the department of the
Eure declared that they would at once raise 4000 men, and
the administrators of Calvados arrested the two deputies on
mission with the embryo army of the coasts of Cherbourg,
Romme and Prieur of the Cote d'Or. The first Girondin
deputies to arrive in Normandy were Buzot and Barbaroux.
Evreux was the capital of the bailliage and department by
which Buzot had been elected to the Constituent Assembly,
and again to the Convention, and he naturally attempted to
first teach his federalist ideas to his native city and depart-
ment. He met with every success, and retired cheerfully to
Caen, to raise an army which should act against the Con-
vention. During the month many of the other Girondin
deputies also escaped from Paris, and joined Buzot and Bar-
baroux at Caen, of whom the most notable were Salle,
Bergoeing, Gorsas, Louvet, P6tion, Kervelegan, Valady, and
Guadet, who were all given free quarters in the former
residence of the intendants of Caen. Here they had a very
good reception; they published pamphlets, went to parties,
and wrote songs; and it was at this time that Charlotte
Corday received her letter of introduction to Lauze-Deperret
from Charles Barbaroux himself. Why they did nothing but
write songs and go to parties is difficult to understand; but
once more their conduct at this period proves that the leading
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